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General
All chemicals were purchased from Merck (Germany) and were used without further purification. Melting points were measured on an Electrothermal 9100 apparatus and are uncorrected. 1 H and 13 C NMR spectra were measured (CDCl 3 solution with TMS as an internal standard) with Bruker DRX-300 (at 300.1 and 75.5 MHz, resp.) and Bruker DRX-400 AVANCE III (at 400.1 and 100.6 MHz, resp.) instruments. Chromatography columns were prepared from Merck silica gel 230-240 meshes.
General procedure for the preparation of compounds 3 and 5, exemplified with 3a: In a 10 mL sealed tube, benzyl alcohol 2a (0.216 g, 2 mmol), Aliquat 336 (0.121 g, 0.3 mmol), and K 2 S 2 O 8 (0.675 g, 2.5 mmol) was added to a solution of isoquinoline 1a (0.129 g, 1.0 mmol) in CH 3 CN (3 mL). The resultant mixture was heated at 80 °C for 2 h. After completion of the reaction, as was indicated by TLC, the reaction mixture was cooled to ambient temperature and treated with saturated aqueous NaHCO 3 (10 mL). The mixture was extracted with ethyl acetate (3×10 mL), and the combined organic layer was dried over Na 2 SO 4 , filtered and the solvent was evaporated under vacuum. The residue was purified by column chromatography using nhexane/ethyl acetate (8:1) as eluent to afford 3a.
(Isoquinolin-1-yl)(phenyl)methanone (3a) 126.1, 127.3, 127.9, 128.3, 130.9, 131.2, 133.5, 136.4, 136.6, 141.7, 155.5, 194 .1. 125.4, 125.6, 127.5, 128.2, 129.7, 131.0, 132.8, 134.5, 135.3, 139.0, 141.9, 154.7, 192.9 .
(Phenyl)(quinolin-2-yl)methanone (5a) 8, 126.6, 127.1, 127.3, 127.9, 129.1, 129.5, 130.4, 132.0, 135.1, 136.1, 145.7, 153.7, 192.8 . 
